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NINGALOO MARINE PARK, COMMENTS BY DR JIM PENN 

64. Hon GIZ WATSON to the Minister for Fisheries:   
I refer to an article in The West Australian dated 9 December 2004 about the Ningaloo Marine Park.   
(1) Is the minister aware that the director of research at the Department of Fisheries, Dr Jim Penn, has been 

quoted as criticising the value of sanctuary zones within the expanded Ningaloo Marine Park?   
(2) If yes to (1), will the minister confirm whether Dr Penn was lawfully able to make such comments as an 

employee of the Department of Fisheries?   
(3) If yes to (2), on what basis?   
(4) If no to (2), what action will the minister take? 
(5) What action, if any, will the minister take to deal with the apparent conflict between the Department of 

Conservation and Land Management and the Department of Fisheries on, among other things, the value 
of sanctuary zones for biodiversity conservation?   

Hon JON FORD replied:  
I thank the member for some notice of this question. 
(1) Yes.   
(2) I am not aware of any legal issues that could prevent the department’s senior fisheries scientist 

commenting on matters relating to fisheries research and management. 
(3)-(4) Not applicable.   
(5) As part of the regional marine planning initiative, the government will establish an independent, high-

level specific panel to develop a scientific statement on the role of marine sanctuaries in biodiversity 
conservation, fisheries management and natural resource management as the basis for a new marine 
sanctuaries policy for Western Australia.  
The Minister for the Environment and I have met to discuss how the working relationship between 
CALM and the Department of Fisheries can be strengthened.  I am confident that this relationship will 
be enhanced.  

Hon Kim Chance:  Hear, hear!  
 


